RELIGIONS AND BELIEFS
EXACT statistics regarding the number of followers of the various
faiths are unobtainable, but it is generally believed that the
Christian religion has the most devotees, with an approximate total
of 692,400,000.  Of these 331,500,000 are Roman Catholics; 206,900,000
members  of the  various  Protestant bodies;   144,000,060  Orthodox
Catholics; and 10,000,000 Coptic Christians.
Of the other religions, Confucians and Taoists (mainly Chinese)
total 350,600,000, of which it is computed that 350,000,000 are resident
in Asia. Next come the Hindus with 230,000,000, practically all in
Asia; then the Mohammedans, 209,000,000 with 160,000,000 in Asia
and 44,000,000 in Africa. Buddhism has from 150,000,000 to
250,000,000 adherents, the vast majority in Asia; Animism and1 similaj:
beliefs account for 135,650,000 mostly divided between Asia and Africa.
There are 25,000,000 Shintoists, or adherents of the Japanese form of
ancestor worship, and about 16,140,000 Jews.
PLACES  SACRED   TO   MANKIND
Amongst primitive mankind the activity of deities and demons was
confined within definite limits. The hearth was assigned to the gods
of the household, the desert to the evil spirits, and the holy place, of
whatever kind, was God's special throne. In the course of time the
location of the holy place was extended to countryside, hills and groves,
Within the Mosque of Omar, which is said to stand on the site of
Solomon's temple in Jerusalem, is still shown what is believed to be
the Rock of the Apparition, where, according to the Bible, Abraham
was on the point of sacrificing his son to God but was eventually"
directed to slaughter a ram in his stead. One can see the shaft with the
runnel along which ran for centuries the blood from the burnt offerings
of the temple sacrifices. After the time of Constantine the Great the
Jews were allowed to return to Jerusalem, whence they had been
banished, in order to anoint the sacred rock once a year.
The Mohammedans believe that Cain slew Abel here, that through
this shaft Mohammed went up to Heaven, and that the rock hovers
without support over the abyss which, for the Mohammedans, is the
centre of the world. The Last Trump will be sounded here, aid the
Kaaba or holy stone which is the centre of pilgrimage, will be wafted"
here from Mecca. The columns round the rode are credited with die
power of drawing together so as to crush to death any adulteress who
sets foot inside the mosque.
HOLY  CENTRES  OF  THE   WORLD
At Delphi, in Greece, in the earliest times the oracle of Mo&cr Earth
(Gaia) was guarded by a dragon called the Python, which was skin by
Apollo, the god of light and youth, who took on himself
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